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3 When Was The Last Time?

When was the last time you took a good look
around at your daily operations?

18 There I Was. ..
What happens when your world turns upside
down?

1 What Will Be Will Be?

What’s your view on why mishaps happen?
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TAC Attack is not directive in nature. Recommendations are intended to comply with existing directives. Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and not necessarily the positions of TAC or USAF. Mishap information does not identify the persons, places, or
units involved and may not be construed as incriminating under Article 31 of the UCMJ. Photos and artwork are representative

and not necessarily of the people or equipment involved.

Contributions are encouraged, as are comments and criticism. We reserve the right to edit all manuseripts for readability and
good taste. Write the Editor, TAC Attack, HQ TAC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA 23665-5001; or call AUTOVON 574-3658.

Distribution F(X) s controlled by TAC/SEP through the PDO, based on a ratio of 1 copy per 10 persons assigned. DOD units
other than USAF have no fixed ratio; requests will be considered individually.

Subscriptions for readers outside DOD are available from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402. All correspondence on subscription service should be directed to the Superintendent, not to TAC/SEP.
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WHERE

ARE YOU?

Captain Jim Pool
OIC, Fighter Weapons Review
Nellis AFB, NV

magine you're line abreast

approaching the merge or
you’re on low-level ingress to
your target and things are going
great until your wingman calls:
“Blind.” You look where he
should be and he’s not there. In
fact, you can’t find him any-
where. What’s your plan?

All of us have been in situa-
tions like this. Often it occurs
after an attack or threat reac-
tion — sometimes during a rou-
tine rejoin off the range. When
blind, you lose situation aware-
ness and mutual support; worse,
the risk of midair collision in-
creases exponentially the longer
you press on.

In my short tenure in fighters,
I've already lost a roommate
and three close friends to midair
collisions or flying into the
ground. Unfortunately, this hap-
pened because they defied three

basic rules of aviation:

1. Don’t hit the ground.

2. Don’t hit each other, and

3. Don’t do anything to break

rule one or two.

The big sky versus little air-
craft theory of deconfliction
doesn’t work. This article offers
techniques (not procedures —
we’ve got ample procedures) for
avoiding the midair collision.
Many of my listed techniques oc-
cur simultaneously, and they’re
not listed in any priority. You’ll
also find no specific place listed
for the “Knock It Off.” When to
KIO depends on many more
variables than can possibly be
incorporated into a checklist or
procedures. But my experience
tells me there are four princi-
ples for loss of visual between
formation members (“double
blindness”):

1. Don’t assume.

2. Be safe (get on the radios).

3. Regain visual.

4. Regain mutual support.

I'll cover the four principles in
various situations below.
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I think guys are
maneuvering into situations
and failing to recognize the
last available opportunity
to avoid eternity.

There are a million
stories out there in the

Tactical Air Command.

Send me some of them.-

Editor, TAC ATTACK
HQ TAC/SEP
Langley AFB, VA 23665-5001

RE I WAS ..

I suppose you’ve heard this all
before, but if you've gotten this
far I gotta tell ya, there’s a sea
of highly trained *‘steely-eyed”
killers out there that don’t
recognize situations from which
they cannot escape. We know
that aircrews may be “augerin’
in”’ due to complacency — “‘a
feeling of well-being, self-satis-
faction, smugness.” How compla-
cent do you think I was on that
dark night in 19727

The point I'm trying to make
is, I think guys are maneuvering
into situations and failing to
recognize the last available op-

Autovon 574-3658 —
#

portunity to avoid eternity,
regardless of the type machine
they are flying. It’s sort of like
walking on thin ice — once off
the firm ground (late recogni-
tion), it’s just a matter of time
before you’re up to your axles in
ice cubes! We each need to in-
vest considerable time on the
ground in “situation training”
before we ever jump in the cock-
pit and “‘slip the surly bonds.”
Minutes spent now considering
possible situations and your op-
tions may help you make the
most of valuable seconds later in
the air. =
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Emphasis on airspace integrity
is just one of the items emphasized
in our safety newsletter. “Flying
Foxpaws” is, by necessity, weapons
director-oriented and doesn'’t pull
punches when it comes to flight
safety. Because we work with

entry-level controllers, we've got to
make sure they know their role in
ensuring a tactically smarter and
safer mission.

If you've got any “There I Was”
accounts from the WD point of
view, send them to: 325 WCTS/DO,
Tyndall AFB, FL, 32403-5000,
ATTN: FOXPAWS. Flight safety is
everyone's business, so WDs, make
it happen in your unit as well.
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CLASS A MISHAPS

AIRCREW FATALITIES
* IN ENVELOPE EJECTION
* OUT ENVELOPE EJECTION

* SUCCESSFUL/UNSUCCESSFUL TAC,S -I-OP 5 thru NOV |987

Ist AF 9th AF ~12th AF

366 TFW
355 TIW

33 TFW

507 TAIRCW
31 TFW

354 TFW
347 TFW

318 FIS
325 TIW
57 FIS

5 FIS

474 TFW

ANG AFR

182 TASG 482 TFW
110 TASG 924 TFG

28 AD
USAFTAWC
USAFTFWC

138 TFG 906 TFG
177 FIG 507 TFG
114 TFG 917 TFW

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(CUM. RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

FY 88| 6.0 | 3.1
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